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ESV delivers hundreds of fines and prosecutions in 2021
Energy Safe Victoria (ESV) prosecuted or fined almost 250 people involved in energy-related incidents over the past 12
months.
ESV is responsible for ensuring compliance with and enforcing the energy safety laws, regulating major electricity, gas
and pipeline companies, investigating gas and electrical safety incidents, licensing electrical workers, ensuring electrical
and gas appliances are safe and educating the community about energy safety.
Between 1 January and 31 December 2021, ESV completed more than 20 prosecutions and issued 223 infringement
notices. The prosecution of electricity distributor Powercor resolved last month, resulting in Powercor being convicted
and fined of $130,000 following a fire in Terang that destroyed almost 6,000 hectares on St Patrick’s Day in 2018.
The fire was caused by the clashing of high voltage conductors near the tee of a pole on the south side of High Street in
Terang. The grass fire burnt through properties at Dixie, Cobrico, Cobden, Elingamite, North Elingamite, Glenfyne,
Jancourt and Scott’s Creek.
On 15 April 2021, ESV prosecuted Alexander Sagin in the Frankston Magistrates’ Court for six offences. Mr Sagin was
fined almost $20,000 for unlicensed electrical and plumbing work he carried out at a property in Murrumbeena.
Mr Sagin was found guilty of three offences under the Electrical Safety Act 1998, including working while unregistered,
unlicensed and failing to take precautions to prevent an electric shock with the finished product resulting in a person
receiving an electric shock from exposed live conductors that had no protection over them. He also breached three
provisions under the Building Act 1993 by carrying our water supply, sewage and drainage work while unlicensed and
unregistered.
On 12 August, 2021, Michael Bojic was convicted and fined $11,000 in the Ringwood Magistrates’ Court after he
breached 11 provisions of the Electrical Safety Act 1998. He was found guilty of carrying out electrical work while
unlicensed at four properties in Clematis, Boronia and Berwick between November 2018 and July 2019, forging an
electrical licence to convince his victims that he was qualified.
On 6 December, 2021, ESV also prosecuted an unlicensed and unregistered electrician, Toby Bell, who replaced an air
conditioning unit in Richmond while illegally supervising an apprentice. He was fined $2,000, plus costs, in the Melbourne
Magistrates’ Court and convicted on four charges under Electricity Safety Act and Building Act.
During 2021, 223 infringement notices and fines were issued for a range of safety breaches from poorly installed solar
systems to the unsafe delivery of basic gas and electrical work. In August, five men involved in four separate incidents
were issued more than $12,000 fines in one week following ESV investigations.
To view ESV’s prosecution guidelines go to esv.vic.gov.au.
Quotes attributable to ESV Commissioner and Chairperson Marnie Williams
“ESV will find individuals and companies who believe they can cut corners and put people’s lives at risk by carrying out
poor or illegal electrical and gas work.
“We are focused on ensuring lawbreakers are held accountable to ensure all Victorians are safe.”
“Victorians can contact ESV for information or advice on the delivery of energy-related work or suspected illegal
behaviour.”
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