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“Over the last 8 years all of
our apprentices have been
trained at NECA Education
& Careers.”
– Rosemary Macan, Acton Electrical

Established in 1991
NECA Education & Careers is
the industry trade school. All our
teachers are experienced A Graders
and our classrooms are purpose
built for electrical.

Which Trade School
Will Your Apprentice
Attend?
Get timely progression reporting,
dedicated mentoring and free
one-on-one tutoring.*

Plus NECA member fee reduction**
and practical hands on learning.
*Free tutoring avaiable daily from 3.30-4pm.
**NECA members get 5% reduction on apprentice school fees!
Terms and Conditions Apply - see website for more details

1300 827 832

apprenticeships | traineeships | training

necaeducation.com.au
ABN: 53 054 944 366 | TOID:21098
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We increased our compliance inspections
around solar installations in line with the
Government’s $1.3 billion Solar Homes
program, assisted Government with the
development of new regulations and
prosecuted a MEC for a series of line
clearances breaches. Investigations
and audits of other regions across
Victoria will begin next year.
ESV also played a major role in the
implementation of the national Electrical
Equipment Safety Scheme (EESS). An
update is on page 12.
We are looking at the future with the
pending release of our Future Energy
Strategy, a scenario planning report that
raises a series of possible energy scenarios
with a view to opening a discussion about
how regulation may need to change to
address associated risks to energy
safety. Read more on page 16.
Plenty more to read in this edition as
well, including our powerline safety checks
in bushfire risk areas.
Merry Christmas and a happy New Year to
all. May 2020 bring health and happiness.
Jonathan Granger
jonathan.granger@energysafe.vic.gov.au
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Director of Energy
Safety to step down
By Jonathan Granger, Head of Communications and Marketing
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Director of Energy Safety Paul Fearon has announced his retirement.
Paul reflects on some of the challenges and achievements after
decade at the helm of Victoria’s energy safety regulator.
“I think my biggest personal
achievement has been developing an
organisation and its people, to have
the confidence and capacity to do
its job as a regulator. It is pleasing to
see how staff and individuals can play
such a strong role across all aspects of
regulation, which includes standards,
working with communities and many
stakeholders.

“Some of the bigger issues around
climate and new technologies were
beginning to gather momentum, and
the new national regulatory agencies
were laying down new rules that
would influence the way the market
and industry structure would evolve.
We also started to see significant
aggregation and consolidation in
the industry.”

“So, it’s really their achievements that
are important. I am proud of the fact
that notwithstanding the challenges
along the way and the issues we’ve had
to deal with, that ESV has maintained
a reputation for being a regulator with
integrity.”

Maintaining morale

Challenging arrival
Mr Fearon arrived at ESV, as
Acting Director, at a challenging time:
“It was just after the catastrophe
of Black Saturday and the sudden
departure of the previous director.
I was thrust into an environment
where the Victorian Bushfires Royal
Commission was already underway
and I was subjected to a detailed crossexamination by the counsel assisting,
Jack Rush QC. This certainly brought
focus to what my role was going to be.”
Mr Fearon said the 2009 bushfires
highlighted the crisis of confidence –
particularly for external stakeholders
– in ESV.
He said Black Saturday was the first
significant occasion when the existing
industry had been examined in detail
since privatisation.

“When I reflect on my 10-year term,
I see it as two five-year terms. The
first goal was to give meaning to an
organisation suddenly pushed into the
spotlight. The criticism was withering,
and there was a real danger it could
have been taken personally by the
people who were otherwise very
capable, talented and professional.
“So, the first priority was to maintain
morale, particularly in the infrastructure
space where ESV’s role had been,
hitherto, very small and directed to
essentially prescriptive elements of
the safety regime.
The second five-year term followed
a period where many of the initial
changes to address bushfire risk had
already been taken. It was now about
addressing longer-term issues, around
conceptual and strategic rationale;
how we should regulate, evolve our
understanding of risk and how best
to test, challenge and expose those
who have the duty to community
and consumers.
Mr Fearon said that during this time
root and branch reviews were carried
out on of all the operating areas as well
as the leadership structures and culture
of ESV, “because one person was never
going to do it alone.”

The Grimes Review
Mr Fearon welcomed the 2017 Review
of Victoria's Electricity and Gas Network
Safety Framework.
“It’s pleasing to see that ESV’s future
will be led by the combined wisdom
of more than one person,” he said.
“It’s always challenging when an
organisation is put under the spotlight
but was a made a lot easier by the
appointment of Paul Grimes – a person
of great integrity and independence.
His review was rigorous but very fair
and balanced. No adverse findings
were made but many significant
opportunities to improve were identified.
His review vindicated the work we had
done previously, but certainly pointed
to those aspects of regulation that
required a lot more work.”
The future
Mr Fearon said the future of energy
was, by any measure, becoming more
complex, requiring all regulators to work
far more closely with policy-makers to
address the source of issues as they
relate to market and industry structures.
“I believe other key challenges are skill
development, the speed of technological
development, new equipment, changes
in markets, impact on the quality of
product, uncertainty as to national and
global pressures on the energy sector,
and the diversity of new entrants and
players in the market.
Continue on page 06.
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ESV moves closer to
becoming a commission
By Jonathan Granger, Head of Communications and Marketing

Continued from page 05.
“ESV will play a very important role
working closely with other regulators
and the government. We now have
the capacity and intellectual and
technical capability to stay in front of
the developments, particularly around
technology and playing an impactful
role in the quality of skills and training.”
Life after ESV
Mr Fearon is looking forward to
spending more time with family,
short-term holidays and a return
to history research at university.
“Another focus will be my work
in a charity I have been involved
with the Ryder-Cheshire Foundation.
The foundation supports the relief
of suffering in countries like India,
Timor-Leste and Australia and has
also set up many homes to
accommodate patients and their
carers while receiving treatment.
“And, of course, I would like to stay
in touch with the energy industry that
gave me such incredible training, which
lead to the opportunity to serve our
community as its safety and technical
regulator.”

Legislation that will change Energy Safe
Victoria from a single Director of Energy
Safety to a three member commission is
now before the Victorian Parliament.
The legislation is currently in the
form of a Bill. Once it is voted on
and accepted by both the Legislative
Assembly and the Legislative Council
it becomes an Act, meaning it
becomes law.
The change will see the governance
structure of ESV move from a singlemember agency to a new three-person
commission, delivering a leadership
team with a greater breadth of skills
and experience.
There will be three commissioners
including a chairperson, a deputy
chairperson and a separate chief
executive officer. The commissioners
will be supported by a Technical
Advisory Committee, which will include
people who represent the gas and
electrical industries, employees in
those industries and the Victorian
community.
Although ESV will officially become the
Victorian Energy Safety Commission,
we will still be known as Energy Safe
Victoria.
The move to a commission is a result
of the independent review of Victoria’s
Electricity and Gas Network Safety
Framework which was completed in
December 2017. It reviewed the design
and adequacy of the safety regulatory
system governing the safety of
Victoria’s electricity and gas networks,
including Energy Safe Victoria as
the regulator.
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When the Minister for Energy,
Environment and Climate Change
Lily D’Ambrosio announced the review,
she said the current safety framework
had been in place more than a
decade and it was timely to review
the existing arrangements to ensure
they adequately reflected the needs
of the community in an increasingly
complex environment.
The review was conducted by
Dr Paul Grimes former secretary
of the Commonwealth Department
of Agriculture and Head of the
Victorian Public Sector Commission.
It included extensive consultation
with stakeholders to inform its
findings and recommendations.
The Director of Energy Safety for
Victoria, Paul Fearon, welcomed
the report when it was released:
“It provides a further springboard for
ESV to build its capacity and capability
to hold energy network businesses
accountable for designing, operating
and maintaining their infrastructure
safely."
“The in-principle support for
changes to legislation by the
government will also ensure Victoria’s
regulatory frameworks are fit for
purpose to meet emerging energy
safety challenges into the future.”
Mr Fearon said the review had
not made any adverse findings and
although it pointed to a number of
improvements that could be made,
ESV possessed many strengths and
had gained a reputation as being
Australia’s leading network safety
regulator.

esv.vic.gov.au

ESV announces
2019 Canteen Hero
By Anitra Robertson, Senior Communications Advisor

In October, ESV celebrated footy clubs’ unsung heroes – the canteen
volunteers – by announcing the winner of our 2019 Canteen Hero award,
Bert Van Lith from the Drysdale Football Netball Club.
ESV presented the award on 28 October
at the club’s AGM. Unaware of the
proceedings, Bert was completely
surprised and sincerely humbled to
receive the recognition and by his
club’s appreciation for his years of
service. In addition to an engraved
plaque and letter of congratulations
from the Director of Energy Safety,
Bert will also receive a $1,000 grant
towards the purchase of new electrical
or gas appliances for the Drysdale FNC
canteen.
Following the successful handout
of 30 Canteen Grants to AFL Victoria
football clubs from across Victoria,
totalling $25,000, we wrapped up our
2019 grants season with the inaugural
award to recognise the contribution
of volunteers to club canteens.
More than 70 nominations were
submitted, and in a few cases, multiple
nominations for the same Canteen Hero.
We were thrilled to see so many clubs
genuinely appreciative of the people
who keep their meat pies warm and
drinks cool throughout the season.
The task to select finalists and a
winner was undeniably challenging.
Every nomination received illustrated a
Canteen Hero devoting their weekends
and Thursday nights to preparing meals,
managing stock, seeking out healthy
food options and spending hours
serving hungry patrons.

Ten finalists were selected and from
those emerged our winner – Bert, from
Drysdale. Commended by his club for
40 years’ of service (20 in the kitchen),
Bert has never missed a game and
works tirelessly in the kitchen each
Thursday night and weekend.

Winner
Bert Van Lith
Drysdale Football Netball Club

During finals and on grand final day
Bert co-ordinated the kitchen,
committing to the fryers for over 10
hours each day. His infamous ‘Berty’s
Schnitz’ is a local legend, with the club’s
final comment on its submission stating,
“every club needs a Bert”.

Catherine Quinn & Nadine Scoble
Corio Community Sports Club

We also warmly congratulate our
nine other finalists, listed on the right.
It was a near impossible task to
separate them from the winner with
every nominee an inspiration and so
well appreciated by their club.
Energy Safe Victoria, AFL Victoria and
your footy club thanks all who support
their local club and canteen.
We look forward to seeing more
nominations in 2020 for our Canteen
Grants Program and Canteen Hero
Award.

Other finalists
Sue Lea
Calivil United Football Netball Club

Joedi Scanga
Diamond Creek Women’s Football
Club (DCWFC)
Casey Callanan
Gormandale Football Netball Club
Joy Trotter-Harris
Hamilton Kangaroos Football Netball
Club
Karen Dixon
Korumburra-Bena Football Netball
Club
Jim Macilwain
Maryborough Football Netball Club
Vicki Endrei
North Shore Football & Netball Club
Kenny Alvin
Wy Yung Football Netball Club

A number of nominees have been
supporting their club’s canteen for
many years – some for more than
40 years! It was clear to us that every
one of our nominees is indeed an
unsung hero to their beloved club,
and without them and their tightknit
community, AFL Victoria footy clubs
would not be the success they are
today.
Not all heroes wear caps: Bert with ESV's Jonathan Granger.
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Know the Drill receives support
from fire agencies and Bunnings
By David Ranger, Senior Communications Advisor
ESV’s summer barbecue campaign
– Know the drill before you grill – is back
on air.
With support from the state’s fire
agencies MFB and CFA, we’re calling on
everyone to Know the Drill, as warmer
weather comes and barbecues begin
to light up.
The Drill is a series of simple steps that
ensure your LP gas cylinder is safe
before lighting up your barbecue.
“Barbecues are a social occasion, and
part of our Australian culture – we want
them to be happy times, not marred by
fire”, said Victoria’s Director of Energy
Safety, Paul Fearon.
According to MFB and CFA statistics,
firefighters respond to 300 barbecue
fires a year.

taking a few simple precautions which
could mean the difference between a
fun family celebration or a trip to the
emergency department,” he said
CFA Chief Officer and CEO Steve
Warrington said the community needs
to take a few simple safety precautions
before they relax and start cooking.
“Summer is just around the corner
and it’s going to start heating up soon.
We all love a barbecue when it’s hot so
it’s important yours is safe,” he said.
“If the connections on your barbecue
are loose, the hose has perished or the
cylinder has been damaged you could
be putting your loved ones at risk of
serious injury or even death.”

MFB Acting CEO/Chief Officer David
Bruce said firefighters witness first-hand
the very real trauma these incidents
can cause.

ESV has also secured a trial partnership
with Bunnings to distribute our BBQ Kit
in their stores. Each kit comprises of a
soapy water bottle, magnet, gas cylinder
sticker and brochure. They will be
available from a select number of stores
across Victoria over the summer.

“Faulty hoses, leaky gas bottles and
poor cleaning practices are just some
of the causes of barbecue fires. Most
of these incidents can be avoided by

“Leaks are common and can be very
dangerous,” Mr Fearon said. “Making
our soapy water bottles more accessible
could help prevent a tragedy.”

Know the Drill:
» Inspect the hose between the gas
cylinder and the barbecue for signs
of perishing or cracking – if the hose
is cracked or perished, replace it
immediately.
» Using a squeezy bottle, spray soapy
water (use dishwashing liquid and water)
on the hose connections.
» If bubbles form, check your connections
and retest. If bubbles continue to form,
do not use the barbecue.
» Leak-test the connection to the cylinder
every time you connect it or change
cylinders.
Know the drill before you grill launched
on Melbourne Cup weekend and will
run throughout summer on regional TV,
social media and at 7-Eleven outlets
across Melbourne.
To get a free soapy water bottle, or
find out more about the campaign,
head to our website at:
esv.vic.gov.au/knowthedrill

The Drill: Three simple steps to take before you light up your next barbecue.

08

esv.vic.gov.au

New General Regulations
for electrical work
By Michael Miskulin, Head of Electrical Installation Safety

On 6 December 2019 the new Electricity Safety (General)
Regulations 2019 came into operation, replacing the previous
Electricity Safety (Installations) Regulations 2009.
Electricians, employers of electricians,
registered electrical contractors (RECs)
and licensed electrical inspectors (LEIs)
will all need to be familiar with the new
General Regulations.

There are many changes in the
General Regulations and a number
of new requirements and obligations,
which include requirements for the
supervision of apprentices and testing
certain types of electrical installations
to specific Australian Standards.

ESV acknowledges industry may
take time to adapt to a number of
the regulations and some electrical
installation work will have commenced
before the date the regulations came into
operation. However, ESV expects
all aspects of the new regulations to
be complied with by mid-2020.
Details of the changes and new
obligations are published on the
ESV website www.esv.vic.gov.au.

MAKE SURE YOU
BBQ SAFELY
THIS SUMMER.
1

CHECK FOR GAS LEAKS WITH SOAPY WATER

2

IF YOU SEE BUBBLES, TURN THE GAS OFF

esv.vic.gov.au/knowthedrill

09

Powerline
safety checks
in high bushfire
areas
By Leesa Anderson, Line Clearance Assurance
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Current and recent fires around Australia, especially in
New South Wales and Queensland, are a timely reminder that
we are already in the midst of a long, hot and dry bushfire season.
Victoria is one of the most fire-prone
areas in the world and Energy Safe
Victoria has a vital role to play in
ensuring that electricity infrastructure
businesses are mitigating the risk of
catastrophic fire.

ESV has also established working
groups with the CSIRO, the Metropolitan
Fire Brigade and the Country Fire
Authority to develop and share data
and to develop new approaches to
improve decision-making.

Victoria’s Emergency Management
Commissioner Andrew Crisp has
indicated that the major concern this
season is for the east of the state,
extending to the Great Dividing
Range. He said these areas were now
experiencing their third consecutive
year of rainfall deficit.

In respect of the reliability of Victoria’s
power supply this summer, the Australian
Energy Market Operator (AEMO) says
it remains focussed on the real risk to
power system operations. However, it
says it has worked diligently to prepare
the system appropriately, including the
procurement of emergency resources
to manage possible high-risk scenarios
such as extended heatwaves, bushfires
and unplanned generation
or transmission outages.

He warned that Victorians could not
afford to become complacent in any
part of the state and emphasised that
although the emergency management
sector was better prepared than ever
before, it always relied on the community
to do its part “as community safety is
a shared responsibility”.
ESV plays a major role in that shared
responsibility by monitoring, auditing
and enforcing compliance with the
safety regulations and Acts associated
with powerline bushfire safety.
ESV has increased focus on data-driven
decision-making, based on vegetation
compliance, equipment audits, events
and investigations, fires and asset
failures.
In conjunction with the Department of
Environment, Land, Water and Planning,
ESV is continuing to roll out the Victorian
Government’s 10-year, $750 million
Powerline Bushfire Safety program
which delivers on recommendations
from the 2009 Victorian Bushfires Royal
Commission. The aim is to reduce the
risk of bushfires caused by electrical
assets without causing significant
impact to electricity supply reliability.

AEMO says the introduction of
these resources delivers a welcome
improvement to reliability and reduces
the need to procure further out-ofmarket reserves.
Pre-summer checks underway
As Victoria heads into another potentially
disastrous fire period, ESV’s Line
Clearance Assurance Field Officers
have been carrying out pre-summer
checks of powerlines across the state.
These audits ensure the minimum
clearance space between vegetation
and powerlines has been established.
Where the field officers find that
vegetation is too close to the line,
ESV follows up to ensure action is
undertaken to make the site compliant.

It is the responsibility of electricity
distribution businesses and relevant
councils to maintain adequate clearance
in accordance with the Electricity Safety
(Electric Line Clearance) Regulations
2015 (the regulations) and the Code of
Practice for Electric Line Clearance (the
Code); a schedule to the regulations.
Compliance with the regulations and
code is required to provide appropriate
standards of electrical safety. Failing
to manage these risks may result in
electrocution and fire (including bushfire),
or affect the reliability of electricity
supply.
The pre-summer audits program
includes:
» ensuring distribution business system
records correctly reflect the field status
of their networks
» completing field inspections throughout
the fire danger period to assess electric
line clearance compliance
» ensuring businesses comply with their
electric line clearance management
plans.
So far this season ESV field officers
have been auditing powerlines around
Cann River, Dromana, Hastings,
Bendigo, Nhill, Leongatha, Warragul,
Traralgon, Kinglake, Sunbury, Coolaroo,
Terang, Stanhope, Cobden, Rosebud,
Frankston South and Bendigo. There
are more audits planned throughout
the summer period.

The required distance is determined
by the electric line voltage, the length
of the span and the powerline bushfire
risk rating of the location. Those regions
rated as Hazardous Bushfire Risk Areas
are a particular focus over the summer
fire danger period for electric line
clearance audits.
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Stay bright, and safe,
this Christmas

How we
performed in
2018-19

By Goran Sokoleski, Senior Engineer – Market Intelligence & Enforcement

By Jonathan Granger, Head of
Communications and Marketing

With Christmas just around the corner, ESV is urging
consumers to take care when they purchase lights and
other electrical decorations.

Energy Safe Victoria’s Corporate Plan
and our Annual Report for 2018-19 can
now be accessed on the ESV website.

Recently, we conducted a compliance
audit of Christmas lights at speciality
stores across Melbourne and audited
140 items. We were pleased that only
two products were identified as
non-compliant which is a below
average non-compliance rate.
It is believed that the newly-introduced
Electrical Equipment Safety System
(EESS) legislation is the reason for this
below average non-compliance rate.
The non-compliant products did not
have the Regulatory Compliant Mark
(RCM) – pictured below – on the
rating label.

If consumers are considering buying
products online they are encouraged
to check if the product is registered
on the EESS website, by going to
www.eess.gov.au before making
a purchase.
Also, ESV is encouraging consumers
to carefully inspect any old Christmas
decorations to ensure they are in good
condition before they are plugged into
power. If there is any damage to the
insulation of the cables, or if there is
fraying, ESV recommends that the
plug should be cut off and the lights
disposed of.

ESV is now considering taking regulatory
action against the supplier of these
products.
Even though the results of the
compliance audit revealed that suppliers
of Christmas lights are supplying
compliant products, ESV is still
encouraging consumers to carefully
check any Christmas decorations they
wish to buy to make sure they carry
the RCM symbol. This ensures that the
product has been tested and certified to
the relevant Australian safety standard.

What to look for: Regulatory Compliant Mark (RCM)

These two documents provide a
detailed account of our performance
over the past financial year and
outline our vision for the next three
years as we continue to deliver real
differences in the safety outcomes for
all Victorians.
This year marked the 10th anniversary
of the Black Saturday Bushfires and it
was a stark reminder of our on-going
obligation to reduce the risk of
catastrophic fire caused by electricity
assets.
The community expects its regulators,
including ESV, to keep raising the
standards associated with the way
risks are managed to achieve safer
outcomes.
This is even more critical in the face of
climate change, emerging technologies
and a transforming energy industry.
To meet these challenges, ESV must
anticipate and constantly refine the
tools and powers at our disposal.
Our Corporate Plan outlines how
we will continue ESV’s journey from
a small technical and specialist
regulator to one that has a broader and
deeper set of skills to do its job more
effectively. Key areas of focus include:
» Ensuring electricity infrastructure
businesses are mitigating the risk
of catastrophic fire
» Improving electricity, gas and
pipeline infrastructure safety
» Ensuring complex gas fitting and
electrical work complies with safety
standards
» Building on community awareness
around the dangers of carbon
monoxide poisoning
The Annual Report and the
Corporate Plan can be accessed
at www.esv.vic.gov.au
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Infinity cable
recall still active
By Adam Murdoch, Head of Electrical Equipment Safety & Efficiency

Victorian electrical contractors are reminded that although it’s been five
years since the recall of non-compliant Infinity brand cable, this recall is
still active.
If this cable is identified during electrical
work, the installation owner must be
notified and the cable replaced.
The Australian Consumer Competition
Commission (ACCC) originally
announced the recall on 27 August 2014
because of the risk fire or electric shock.
The recall covers various sizes and
configurations of TPS and Orange
round Infinity mains power cables.
Olsent power cables sourced from
Infinity Cable Co Pty Ltd are also
included in the recall.

In Victoria the national retailers that sold
this cable were:
» Masters Home Improvement
» John Danks & Son trading as Home
Timber & Hardware, Plants Plus and
Thrifty-Link Hardware
» Mitre 10 & Go Electrical.
Since the national recall was published,
all Victorian suppliers that supplied the
affected cables have voluntarily recalled
the product:

Eighteen national suppliers were
involved in the recall and six suppliers
in Victoria were identified to have bought
this product from Infinity Cables.

»
»
»
»
»
»

ABC Arian Electrical Suppliers
Norcab Electrical Wholesale
Titan Trading
Wholesale Electrical Supplies Pty Ltd
Phoenix Wholesalers
Nova Electrical Supplies.

If electricians have not done so
already, they should contact any affected
customers to advise of the recall. You
may also receive calls from customers
inquiring if this product was used at their
premises.
There is no immediate danger to
Victorian householders but the cable
needs to be replaced or rectification
works undertaken to ensure long-term
electrical safety.
If consumers are concerned, they should
phone a licensed electrician to ask if the
cable was used in their home.
If you have safety concerns, you can
phone ESV on 03 9203 9700.

ProTag PrimeTest Elite
Australia’s Most Advanced Test & Tag System

 High Definition

Colour Display

 In-Built Camera
with Flash

 USB for Data

Up/Down Load

 Bluetooth For

Printer & Scanner

The new ProTag Elite System tests portable appliances & RCDs, takes asset photos,
prints Elite UV resistant test tags & downloads results to PC. Mains & battery powered.
Faster testing & asset management for mining, construction, factories & workshops.

Sydney

Melbourne

Tel 02 9519 3933
Tel 03 9889 0427
Fax 02 9550 1378
Fax 03 9889 0715
email testinst@emona.com.au

Brisbane

Tel 07 3275 2183
Fax 07 3275 2196

Adelaide

Perth

Tel 08 8363 5733
Tel 08 9361 4200
Fax 08 83635799
Fax 08 9361 4300
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Tree climbers get the
ESV safety message
By Dan Tulen, Advisor, Line Clearance Assurance

ESV’s Line Clearance Assurance team
has again taken an active role in the
Victorian Tree Climbing Championships.
The championships are held in
various locations around Victoria
each November and the events are
organised by the Victorian Tree Industry
Organisation (VTIO). The VTIO is an
industry body whose members include
arborists, tree climbers and other tree
industry workers in Victoria.
ESV has been a major sponsor of the
VTIO for the past three years and the
championships are an opportunity for
our Line Clearance Assurance team
to promote our line safety campaigns,
safe work practices and assist with the
running of the event. This year the team
attended the event at Landcox Park,
Brighton East.
Throughout the day team members
engaged with industry stakeholders,
providing information and advice to
participants and tree industry personnel,
including ensuring people working
with trees are aware of the need for
completing works safely near powerlines
and knowing the rules they are required
to follow.

14

The event offered three categories
of competition: student, masters and
an open category. Sixty competitors
undertook designated climbing tasks
including a speed climb, work climb,
aerial rescue, throw line and an ascent
event. Each climb was timed and scored
for technical correctness, with totals
determining class and overall winners
for the day.
Overall winners will represent Victoria at
the national tree climbing championships
to be held on the Gold Coast next year.
Events such as the Victorian Tree
Climbing Championships offer ESV an
opportunity for its staff to speak directly
with industry stakeholders, ensuring our
key safety messages are communicated
directly to our intended audience.
The championships also provide industry
participants an open environment in
which to raise issues and ask questions
of the industry safety regulator.

Online Services no longer
available
We continue to transfer and develop
new services on ESVConnect, and as
a result, from 8 November 2019 Online
Services was no longer available to
REC’s, LEW’s and IC’s.

Upgrade to ESVConnect
All licensed electrical workers must
upgrade to ESVConnect to lodge
COES and manage licences. You will
need your Online Services User ID
and password to do so. If you do not
have these, lodge an enquiry via our
Licensing Contact form on the Contact
us page of our website or call the
Licensing team on 1800 815 721.
ESVConnect works best in Google
Chrome, which can be easily
downloaded. Do not use Internet
Explorer to access ESVConnect.

Registration of Cathodic
Protection Systems
The new Electricity Safety (Cathodic
Protection) Regulations 2019, which
came into force on 29 November 2019,
advise that small cathodic protection
systems (250mA and below) are no
longer required to be registered due to
the low risk of stray currents affecting
other structures. More information can
be found on the ESV website.

esv.vic.gov.au

New cylinder valve
to launch in 2020
By Jason Treseder, Senior Gas Engineer

A new, safer LPG cylinder connection will be available in Australia in 2020.
The existing Type 21 POL design of
LPG cylinder valve connections will be
modified to the CGA 791 Quick Connect
Coupling (QCC) on leisure LPG cylinders.
These smaller cylinders range from
3kg to 9kg and are commonly used with
portable gas appliances like barbecues
and patio heaters. Larger cylinders
will not be affected by the upcoming
change.
The current Type 21 cylinder valve outlet
connection has been the default LPG
cylinder connection for many years.
However, a number of incidents involving
the cylinder valve connection, including
the tragic death of a man in Footscray
where leaking cylinders exploded during
transport, convinced regulators the
Type 21 connection was no longer
suitable for leisure use.
The QCC connection has a number of
safety advantages over the current Type
21 connection, listed below.
» The cylinder valve incorporates a
check valve that will only enable gas to
flow when a gas- tight connection is
made. This will reduce the risk of highpressure gas escaping if the cylinder
valve is opened during transportation or
disconnected during use.
» The connection is a large diameter
right-handed thread and able to be
operated without the use of tools.
» Perishable rubber seals are located within
the body of the gas valve. This means
they can be assessed by a competent
assessor as part of the refilling process,
and replaced with the cylinder valve
every 10 years, as part of the cylinder
test process.

» The connection incorporates a thermal
fuse that will cause the internal check
valve to close and shut off gas flow in the
event the connection is exposed to a fire.
» The new connection is readily available
and used internationally, in the USA and
New Zealand.
» The QCC valve is compatible with
existing appliances that use the Type
21 connection, which will assist in the
transition process.

The next stage will involve the supply
of all new appliances with a QCC
hose connection, requiring a cylinder
with a QCC cylinder valve. In time, all
leisure cylinders and associated gas
appliances will be operating with a QCC
connection. Leisure LPG cylinders have
a 10-year test cycle and it is expected
a full transition to QCC cylinders will be
achieved within a 10-year time-frame.
Further details will be provided by
ESV once transition timing is finalised.

The additional safety features of the
QCC cylinder connection are expected
to significantly reduce the number of
incidents and injuries involving leisure
LPG cylinders.
The cylinder connection is mandated
through Australian Standards, which
means introducing a new connection
design. This will involve changing the
standards in a coordinated sequence
to ensure the transition minimises the
impact on current cylinder owners.
The transition will start with the
progressive introduction of cylinders
with a QCC cylinder valve. The QCC
valve is compatible with both QCC
hose connections and the Type 21 hose
connections. This means owners of
existing appliances will not need to
do anything when the new cylinder
valves arrive.
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ESV develops
a strategic
roadmap for
the future
By Yuriy Onyschuk, Head of Data and Analysis
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Earlier this year, a diverse project team from across
ESV undertook an ambitious and innovative initiative
to help shape our response to a rapidly changing world.
The five-month project resulted in our
Future Energy Strategy, which provides
us with an adaptive strategic roadmap
to effectively address the energy safety
risks of the future Victorian energy
landscape.

Scenario planning is based on a solid
process and rigorous analysis. It allows
us to collectively explore the future
that ESV, the energy sector, and more
broadly Victoria and Australia might
be faced with.

The Future Energy Strategy
uses scenario planning to address
developments in technology, society,
politics and the economy all of which
will continue to impact on ESV’s
longer-term operating environment
in unpredictable ways.

The project team looked at the
roles ESV will need to play, and the
capabilities it will need to develop, to
effectively address the energy safety
risks of the future Victorian energy
landscape.

Scenario planning is about creating
structure in uncertainty. Scenarios do
not describe just one future, but rather
a range of plausible futures that
illuminate all the corners of the playing
field in which we may need to operate.
A good set of scenarios forces us to
critically assess our conscious and
unconscious biases to reduce the
risk of being blindsided.
Of course, we cannot predict the exact
nature of the future, but scenarios
are particularly useful for having an
informed dialogue about it. By providing
structure in uncertainty, scenarios help
us understand how different planning
assumptions may play out over time,
and thereby support decision-makers
in building robust, adaptive, long-term
strategies.

The best way to view scenario
planning is as pre-strategy. It provides
decision-makers at ESV with a
powerful framework and toolkit to have
a deep strategic dialogue about the
organisation’s uniqueness and its role
in the world.
The project team also looked at how
the leadership’s vision translates into
adaptive, longer-term strategies that
reflect ESV’s mission, mandate, and
subsequent responsibilities. It provides
ESV with a solid base upon which to
build strategies for the future that will
allow ESV to continue to protect the
safety of all Victorians.
The scenarios unearthed important
challenges and opportunities for ESV.
The challenges and opportunities
were subsequently clustered into eight
strategic themes. In response, the
project team identified and formulated
responses (strategic options) to each of
these challenges and opportunities.

The themes that these strategic
options address are:
» Government, role and organisation
» Internationalisation
» Decentralised energy models
» Hydrogen
» Electric vehicles and fuel cell electric
vehicles
» Qualified practitioners
» Internet of Things, data and automation
» Revenue model.
The project team is now translating
the strategic options into concrete
actions – determining timing, assigning
ownership, and allocating people and
resources to the strategic options that
flowed from the scenarios.
An Early Warning System has
been developed that assists ESV
in determining which scenarios are
becoming more probable as time
progresses, and which ones are less so.
The Future Energy Strategy provides
ESV with a solid base upon which to
build strategies for the future that will
allow ESV to continue to protect the
safety of all Victorians.
Stage 1, the Outcomes Report,
will be launched in January 2020.
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New team to strengthen
ESV's regulatory oversight
By Brett Fox, Head of Regulatory Assurance

The Electrical Safety and Technical Regulation (ESTR) division has created
a new team to test and challenge the sustainability of the asset and risk management
practices and controls of Victoria’s major electricity companies (MECs).
The Systems Intelligence (SI) team
will add to and strengthen the already
robust regulatory role of ESTR which
is responsible for:
» ensuring the electrical safety of electrical
generation, transmission and distribution
systems, electrical installations and
electrical equipment
» controlling the electrical safety standards
of electrical work carried out by electrical
workers, and
» promoting the prevention and mitigation
of bushfire danger.
In mid-September, two highly qualified
and experienced distribution asset
inspectors, Ricky Whiteley and Matthew
Pearce, started work as the foundation
members of the SI team.
Ricky comes to ESV from AusNet
Services where he was an asset
inspector for eight years, and an internal
auditor for five years. During this time,
he was involved with the inspection
of AusNet Service's assets and the
auditing of their central team of asset
inspectors.

Likewise, Matthew has extensive
experience and knowledge of asset
inspection practices and auditing.
For more than 10 years he worked
for a key industry provider of asset
inspection services throughout central
Victoria – both as an asset inspector
and, for the last six years, as the
manager of a large team of asset
inspectors.
In their new roles, Ricky and Matthew
will be:
» inspecting electrical network assets
» assisting in developing asset
management oversight strategies
» auditing of MEC asset management
systems, practices and approaches, and
» assisting with investigations.

It is planned for the SI team to be
fully resourced and operational early in
January next year with the appointment
of experienced asset management
engineer, Peter Livingston, as team
leader.
Once the full team is in place, both
Ricky and Matthew will attain credentials
in government incident investigation
and become ESV compliance and
enforcement officers. This will enable
them to fully utilise their unique skill
sets and mobile nature of their work
to respond quickly to any electricity
network incidents that occur.

They will also work to develop and
implement systems, processes and
effective data management to inform
ESV’s view on the efficacy of MEC asset
management and inspection practice.

Ricky's understanding of the work
practices and methodologies used by
industry to meet their asset inspection
regulatory obligations will be invaluable.

Fresh faces: Matthew (left) and Ricky (right) join the SI team.
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12 years ago, NECA Victoria embarked on a journey to create an accreditation program to provide
consumers with a trusted brand in Energy Efficiency, whilst enabling Registered Electrical
Contractors to market themselves as trained professionals in energy efficient products,
technologies, and installations.
Since the commencement of the program, there have been rapid changes in technology, consumer
trends, training and government incentives that have created new opportunities. Recognising the
changing market, NECA Victoria is leveraging this opportunity to refresh the EcoSmart Electricians as
the Victorian NECA Accredited Installer program.

Find out more at necaaccreditedinstaller.com.au
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Your electrical
questions answered
By Simon O'Leary, Compliance Officer, Electrical Installation Safety

Question

Answer

Standard/Clause

Please advise which of the following
'Property type/Property use' on a
COES is to be used for the installation
of traffic signals?

Industrial or Commercial may be best suited for this type of
installation.

ES Regs 2009

»
»
»
»
»

R.241

Note: these categories are intended to guide ESV in regards
to our audit program.

Domestic (single)
Residential (multiple)
Commercial (office/shop)
Industrial (factory), or
Combination

I am an A-grade electrician, but not a
registered contractor (REC).

Yes. You can carry out this work without being a Registered Electrical
Contractor (REC) as it is installation work for no profit, gain or reward.

Am I able to change over some old
flight fittings to LEDs at a family
members house if I am not paid for
the work?

Note: you are still required to complete the appropriate
Certificate of Electrical Safety (COES) within the required times
for the work undertaken. Also, you must inform that family member
(the homeowner) that you do not hold insurance that will cover
them for your work.

I understand there are new rules
known as the ‘General Regulations’
that registered electrical contractors
(RECs), electricians and electrical
inspectors must comply with.

Recently the Governor in Council along with the Responsible
Minister enacted the new Electricity Safety (General) Regulations
2019. The ‘General Regulations’ came into operation on 6 December
2019, and replace the current Electricity Safety (Installations)
Regulations 2009.

When will these new rules be
operational, and where can I get a
copy?

The General Regulations have many changes from the previous
Installations Regulations and include a number of new requirements
and obligations. Electricians, employers of electricians, RECs and
licensed electrical inspectors will all need to be familiar with the
new General Regulations.

OIC, G17 1999
Part 1. 2(a)

Electricity
Safety (General)
Regulations 2019

The Electricity Safety (General) Regulations 2019 will be available
at the Victorian Law Today Library , AustLii or ESV’s website.
A fence builder has asked me about a
job he has coming up, where there is
a conduit running along an old timber
boundary fences he has to replace.
The conduit and wiring supply some
lights, and a weatherproof powerpoint
is also installed on the fence.
I understood that wiring could not be
installed on a boundary fence. Is this
correct?

No. There is nothing in the Wiring Rules or other legislation
administered by ESV that prohibits the installation of wiring
systems on boundary fences – timber or brick.
However, the wiring systems will need to be considered as installed
in positions where they may reasonably be expected to be subject
to mechanical damage (Cl 3.9.4.1 AS3000:2018) and installed in
a location where it is deemed likely to be disturbed (Cl 3.9.3.3.1
AS3000:2018). Therefore, suitable protection, support and fixing
must be employed when installing or reinstalling the wiring systems
and the appliances or accessories.
Where a fence is being replaced or repaired, the builder or
fencer will need to assess the installation and will need to engage
a REC to remove or make safe the wiring systems and any associated
appliances or accessories, and have the REC reinstate the wiring
systems and appliances or accessories when the fence has been
replaced or repaired.
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AS/NZS 3000:2018
Clause 3.9.4.1 and
3.9.3.3.1
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Question

Answer

Standard/Clause

I have not wired a new home,
including a new meter and
switchboard before. I understand
I have to put the installation or
connection date on the switchboard.
Is this correct?

Yes. The date of initial certification of an installation shall be
available on-site, by permanent, indelible marking on or at
the main switchboard.

AS/NZS 3000:2018

I have just employed a second year
apprentice electrician. What type of
work can second year apprentices do,
and how much supervision do I need
to provide?

It is now a requirement under the General Regulations that any
person who employs an apprentice must ensure that the apprentice
is given effective supervision in accordance with ESV’s published
Apprentice Supervision Requirements.

Clause 8.4

Note: In order to enable re-verification, it is necessary to know
the details of the original verification. This will simplify the process
of re-verification, when set up.
Electricity
Safety (General)
Regulations 2019
Regulation 507

This requirement extends to any licensed electrician or licensed
electrical switchgear worker who has been tasked with supervising
an apprentice who is carrying out electrical installation work.
The Apprentice Supervision Requirements can be found on
ESV’s website.

I have installed wiring in the walls
and ceiling in a domestic installation.
When assuming that thermal
insulation will be installed in the
future in ceilings, walls and under
floors, do I consider wiring is ‘fully
surrounded’ or ‘partly surrounded’
by thermal insulation with regards
to de-rating the wiring’s currentcarrying capacity?

In most circumstances ‘partly surrounded’ would suffice as the
wiring is often clipped to building members or laid on building
surfaces. However, where it is clear that wiring will be fully surrounded
by thermal insulation if installed in the future, the appropriate de-rating
factors from AS/NZS 3008.1 must be employed.

AS/NZS 3000:2018

I have to install a battery system that
is associated with a solar system.

Any battery energy storage systems and their associated battery
systems, as defined in AS/NZS 5139, must be installed to comply
with this standard. This standard applies to battery systems that
normally operate between 12V d.c. and 1,500V d.c., and are
connected to one or multiple PCEs.

Electricity
Safety (General)
Regulations 2019

What standard do I need to follow for
the battery system?

Clause 3.4.1 (Para 3)

Regulation 212

All other secondary battery systems, as defined in the scope
of AS3011, installed in buildings, structures or premises such as
those with critical power continuity requirements (e.g. Telecom,
UPS, hospitals, sub-stations and black start) outside the scope
of AS/NZS 5139 shall comply with AS/NZS 3000 and AS 3011.
I install switchboards on domestic
building sites that are used as the
builder’s power supply and then
converted to the permanent power
supply. Typically referred to as ‘temp
in perm’.

Yes. All switchboards or metering enclosures newly installed on
a construction or demolition site must meet the requirements of
the General Regulations. This requires the switchboard or metering
enclosure to be securely attached to a pole, post, wall or other
structure that is rigid and secure, or otherwise be securely fixed
in place.

I understand there are some new
rules regarding these types of
switchboards. Is this correct?

Where the switchboard or metering enclosure is supplied via
underground consumer mains, the underground consumer mains
must be enclosed in compliant heavy-duty non-metallic conduit.
Furthermore, the consumer mains and compliant heavy-duty
non-metallic conduit must have additional mechanical protection
of WSX3 from the point at which the consumer mains exits the
ground up to a point that is within 100 millimetres of the point
at which the consumer mains enters the enclosure.

Electricity
Safety (General)
Regulations 2019
Regulation 214

21

Gas news

AS4575: 2019
By Enzo Alfonsetti, Manager, Type A
Gas Appliance & Component Safety
The scope of the standard focuses on
the minimum requirements for Type A
appliance servicing, repair, conversion
from one gas type to another, testing
for safe and correct operation, in
addition to associated quality systems.
AS4575:2019 covers the following:
» competency
» preparation to work including
site familiarisation and OH&S risk
assessment
» electrical safety
» appliance inspection
» steps to take when encountering unsafe
appliances or installations
» equipment requirements
» general servicing requirements
» replacement or repair of components
» gas type conversion; and
» testing for spillage of combustion products.
Much of the focus in the revision of
AS4575 was on the development of a
test procedure to test for spillage of
combustion products. The procedure
was initially based upon Appendix R
in the gas installation standard
AS/NZS5601.1. Field experience,
however, demonstrated that climatic
conditions such as wind gusts or
extreme hot weather can impact on
the outcome of testing.Therefore,
methodology to establish baseline
conditions was introduced. As a result,
Appendix R in AS/NZS5601.1
is currently being amended to also
include this additional methodology.
AS4575:2019 is currently a voluntary
standard as it is not referenced in
Victorian legislation. Consideration will
be given to referencing AS4575 through
an amendment to the Gas Safety (Gas
Installation) Regulations 2018. In the
meantime, it would be considered
good practice to use AS4575:2019 as a
reference document when undertaking
any servicing work on Type A gas
appliances.
Search for the standard on Standards
Australia and purchase it via SAI Global
or Techstreet.
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Clearances to overhead
grease filters
By Doug Rennie, Gas Safety Officer

Clearances to overhead grease filters in
commercial kitchen installations are an
ongoing problem when it comes to installation
acceptance. However, there are a number of
ways to achieve compliant clearances between
commercial catering equipment and extraction
canopy grease filters.
The best solution is to provide the
required clearance between any part
of the grease filter and the appliance’s
cooking surface by raising the height
of the canopy. If this isn’t possible,
then modifications to the appliance
installation or canopy may be required.
Canopy modifications may include the
installation of metal blanking plates or
smaller grease filters.
Always remember, modifications to
the canopy can only be carried out by
the canopy manufacturer or a person
authorised by the canopy manufacturer
to install or modify the canopy to the
manufacturer’s design, which may be a
licensed plumber.
From 1 March 2020, if the canopy is
new you will also require a letter from
the canopy manufacturer (or a person
authorised by the manufacturer to install,
commission or modify the canopy) to the
manufacturer’s design to the installation
address stating the modification has not
affected the canopy’s compliance within
the Australian Standard for canopy
approval e.g. AS1668.
Note: existing canopies are exempt
from this requirement.

The letter will need to be on the
canopy manufacturer’s or the authorised
person’s letterhead and submitted as
part of a new gas application, or as
supporting documentation to resolve
a non-compliance.
Any modification must be permanent.
This means the canopy cannot be
returned to its original non-compliant
state by means of cleaning or
exchanging filters.
Don’t forget – the clearance from a
grease filter is a zero tolerance noncompliance, and will result in an
infringement notice if detected.
For more information refer to Gas
Information Sheet 62: Clearances to
overhead grease filters and acceptable
means to comply.
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Non-compliant pipe
support systems
By Alan Hamilton, Gas Safety Officer

The main non-compliance surrounding
pipe support systems involves undersized
threaded rod hangers.
This includes supporting single and
multiple pipes at the one support point,
with undersized diameter rod hangers or
non-compliant support spacing, or both.
The main concern for plumbing
practitioners and gasfitters is that pipe
clips, rod hangers, and associated pipe
support components are not readily
available for support systems greater
than 10mm in size.
Gas piping support systems are
required to comply with the ‘deem
to satisfy’ requirements of AS/NZS
5601.1:2013 (Section 5.8).
Where a proposed gas piping support
system varies from requirements,
a Performance-Based Design
application (as per Section 2 of AS/NZS
5601.1:2013) can be submitted to ESV
for acceptance of that part of the gas
installation.
A Performance-Based Design
application normally starts with the
initial GasTrac gas application.
In your scope of works, a design for the
proposed piping support system should
be attached as a separate file within the
application. However, if it is in response
to an identified non-compliance, the
proposed design must be submitted
to ESV for review. This will delay the
acceptance of the installation, so it’s
best practice to avoid non-compliance
in the first instance.

When making a Performance Based
Design application for gas piping
support, ESV has a number of
expectations and requirements you
will need to meet.
The first of which is to always submit
the design application as a separate
document with your gas application
and clearly state the document relates
to a Performance-Based Design within
the installation. ESV Information sheet
No.45: Performance-Based Complex
Gas Installations provides guidance on
making a Performance-Based Design
application.
Your documentation will also need to
include a number of important details
clarified in Gas Information Sheet 63:
Gas Piping Support Systems and
AS/NZS 5601.1:2013.

Gas inspection
on extreme fire
danger days
By Paul Harris,
Head of Gas Operations
For the safety of our staff, ESV gas
inspectors may not be carrying out site
inspections in known bushfire areas
on extreme bushfire risk days.
This may lead to the cancellation of
scheduled inspections on extreme fire
danger days, and will most likely
affect rural and country areas.
ESV will work with licensed plumbers to
achieve a practical solution to achieve
acceptance. ESV may also ask licensed
plumbers to provide checklists, test
results, and photos of the completed
work as part of the complex gas
application acceptance process.
As usual, all gas installations and
installations issued with a final
acceptance without inspection may
be audited once the fire risk has
passed.
ESV asks for your cooperation and
patience for the fire season ahead.
For the specific requirements for your
installation, always refer to the relevant
clause in AS/NZS 5601.1:2013.
Alternatively, contact ESV’s Technical
Information line on 1800 652 563 or at
gastechnicalenquiry@energysafe.vic.gov.au
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Identified
non-compliance breaches
By Paul Harris, Head of Gas Operations

Gas leak non-compliances are declining.
Virtually zero gas leak non-compliances,
on gas installations, were identified for
the financial year to date. Whereas they
averaged three per month in the last
financial year.

This reduction is good news for the Gas
Industry and ESV. ESV does not tolerate
gas leaks on gas installations and
monitors these events closely.

Rating

Cause

Clause description

1

AS/NZS 5601.1 2013

LOCATION OF CONSUMER PIPING – Piping in a concealed location
other than underground or embedded in concrete

Clause 5.3.8

23 Non-compliances
Breaches

» Mechanical joints installed without ventilation to cupboards or in service shaft of high-rise building.
» Inaccessible and unventilated ceiling space contains gas valve/filter/sub-meter/regulator.

2

AS/NZS 5601.1 2013
Clause 6.10.2.2

GENERAL INSTALLATION REQUIREMENTS – Manufacturer’s installation
instructions
20 Non-compliances

Breaches

Appliances have not been installed in accordance with the requirements of this Standard and the manufacturer’s
instructions.

3

AS/NZS 5601.1 2013

USE OF HOSE ASSEMBLIES – Hose assembly – Operating conditions

Clause 5.9.5

11 Non-compliances

Breaches

Hose assemblies have been installed such that they are exposed to a temperature exceeding the maximum
temperature specified on the hose, they are not installed to the manufacturer’s instructions and are subject
to strain, abrasion, kinking or permanent deformation.

4

AS/NZS 5601.1 2013

GAS APPLIANCE CONNECTION – Means of isolation

Clause 6.6.3

7 Non-compliances

Breaches

Unable to access the isolation valves and regulators located at the back of the appliances.

5

AS/NZS 5601.1 2013
Clause 6.10.2.3

ADDITIONAL REQUIREMENTS FOR INSTALLATION OF SPECIFIC GAS
APPLIANCES – Commercial catering equipment -Clearances around
commercial catering equipment
6 Non-compliances

Breaches

The clearance to combustible surfaces from commercial catering equipment noes not comply with
the gas appliance manufacturer’s instructions and is not less than the clearance as shown in Standard
AS/NZS 5601.2: 2013 in Table 6.10.

6

AS/NZS 5601.1 2013

GENERAL – Identification of pipework – Marking

Clause 5.1.12.2

5 Non-compliances

Breaches

Identification markings have not been placed at spacings adjacent to branches, junctions, valves,
wall and floor penetrations of pipework.

7

AS/NZS 5601.1 2013
Clause 5.3.7

LOCATION OF CONSUMER PIPING – Above-ground piping
not to touch the ground
5 Non-compliances

Breaches

24

Flexible hose connection to kitchen appliances is less than 50 mm clear of the ground.
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For clarification on a specific clause
within an Australian Standard,
contact the ESV Gas Safety Technical
Information Line on 1800 652 563.

Rating

Cause

Clause description

8

AS/NZS 5601.1 2013

DESIGN OF CONSUMER PIPING – Building isolation

Clause 5.2.10

5 Non-compliances

Breaches

» Consumer piping does not have a manual shut-off valve at the each point of entry of piping to each building.
» The manual shut-off valve is not accessible and external to the building.
» A durable permanent sign has not been located in a prominent position adjacent to the valve.
The sign shall include the wording ‘GAS VALVE’.

9

AS/NZS 5601.1 2013

REQUIREMENTS FOR GAS APPLIANCES – Australian requirements

Clause 6.1.2

5 Non-compliances

Breaches

Appliances do not comply to specifications, Standards of performance and certification requirements.

10

AS/NZS 5601.1 2013
Clause 6.1014.3

ADDITIONAL REQUIREMENTS FOR INSTALLATION OF SPECIFIC GAS
APPLIANCES – Laundry dryers – Exhaust duct requirements
5 Non-compliances

Breaches

No provision for lint removal, access to be provided.
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ESV prosecutions
and infringements
As at December 2019

ESV has recently taken legal proceedings
against the following individuals and companies
» Jarrod Grech, of Mernda, REC,
appeared at Heidelberg Magistrates'
Court charged with installing unsafe
electrical equipment, failing to give
a COES to ESV, give misleading
information to ESV. Grech was
convicted, fined $5,000 and ordered to
pay an additional $1,918.30 in costs.
» Dean Ellul, of Noble Park, unregistered
and unlicensed, appeared at Dandenong
Magistrates' Court charged with offering
to carry out electrical contracting work
when not registered, and carrying out
electrical installation work when not
licensed. Ellul was convicted, fined
$9,000 and ordered to pay an additional
$1,849.54 in costs.
» Michael Pulis, of Hillside, plumber,
appeared at Kyneton Magistrates' Court
charged with carrying out gasfitting work
that did not comply with the applicable
standard. Pulis was fined $500 and
ordered to pay $2,000 in costs.
» Justin Waldie, of Kurunjang, unlicensed,
appeared at Ballarat Magistrates' Court
charged on two counts of carrying out
electrical installation work when not
licensed and two counts of carrying
out plumbing work when not licensed.
Waldie was fined $10,000 and ordered
to pay an additional $2,183.76 in costs.

» Jai Edwards, of Burwood, LEIW,
appeared at Maryborough Magistrates'
Court charged with breach of
undertaking to the court. Edward's
breach was proven and ordered to pay
$450 in costs.
» Robert Calvert, of Narre Warren,
plasterer, appeared at Robinvale
Magistrates' Court charged with carrying
out electrical installation work when not
licensed and installing unsafe electrical
equipment. Calvert was fined $500 for
each charge respectively, and ordered to
pay an additional $1,500 in costs.
» Big Red Construction Pty Ltd, of Wandin
North, construction company, appeared
at Cobram Magistrates' Court charged
with negligently injure a gas pipeline.
Big Red Construction Pty Ltd was find
$2,000.
» Timothy Eales, of Wandin North,
construction company director,
appeared at Cobram Magsitrates' Court
charged with negligently injure a gas
pipleine. Eales was convicted, fined
$2,000 and ordered to pay an additional
$2,537.18 in costs.

» Dovid Berkovits, of St Kilda, REC/LEW,
appeared at Melbourne Magistrates'
Court charged with breach of an
undertaking, carrying out electrical
contracting work when not registered,
giving misleading information to ESV,
failing to have prescribed electrical
installation work inspected and failing
to give a COES to ESV. Berkovits did
not comply with conditions set by the
court in 2017 and in December 2019,
the breach was proven and undertaking
revoked. Berkovits was sentenced on
the original offences and convicted, fined
$2,500 and ordered to pay an additional
$5,000 in costs.

Infringement notice summary 2019/2020
Jul
19
Total

26

9

Aug
19

Sep
19

Oct
19

Nov
19

Dec
19

Jan
20

Feb
20

Mar
20

Apr
20

May
20

Jun
20

Total

9

7

9

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0
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Month

REC/LEW/
Other

Offence

Aug 19

LEI

LEI fails to notify defects

$322

Gasfitter/
Plumber

Gas fitting work did not comply

$645

Gasfitter/
Plumber

Gas fitting work did not comply

$645

LEI

LEI fails to notify defects

$322

Arborist

Person comes too close to aerial
line

$322

Unlicensed
electrician

Unlicensed electrical installation
work

$793

REC

Failed to have connected work
inspected

$645

REC

Failed to have connected work
inspected

$645

Unlicensed
electrician

Unregistered person carries out
work

$793

Gasfitter/
Plumber

Gas fitting work did not comply

$661

Sep 19

Oct 19

Penalty

REC

Non-complying installation work

$806

LEW

Fail to complete certificate within
time

$161

Gasfitter/
Plumber

Gas fitting work did not comply

$645

Fencing
contractor

Unauthorised uncover or expose
gas pipe

$1,612

Gasfitter/
Plumber

Gas fitting work did not comply

$3,224

Gasfitter/
Plumber

Gas fitting work did not comply

$661

Fencing
contractor

Unauthorised uncover or expose
gas pipe

LEW

Fail to notify of change of
address

$161

Unlicensed
electrician

Unregistered person carries out
work

$806

Unlicensed
electrician

Unlicensed electrical installation
work

$806

REC

Employ unlicensed person

Unlicensed
electrician

Unlicensed electrical instalaltion
work

$826

Gasfitter/
Plumber

Gas fitting work did not comply

$661

Gasfitter/
Plumber

Gas fitting work did not comply

$661

Gasfitter/
Plumber

Gas fitting work did not comply

$645

Infringement notices 2019/2020
Types of infringement notices issued.

$1,612

$4,131
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D O N’T D O I T Y O U R S E L F
Always hire a licensed electrician.
Doing your own electrical work is
extremely dangerous – and it’s illegal.

To find out more visit esv.vic.gov.au/DDIY

